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“Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning, and be like men who are waiting for 
their master to come home from the marriage feast, so that they may open to him at 
once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds 
awake when he comes; truly, I say to you, he will gird himself and have them sit at 
table, and he will come and serve them” (Luke 12:35-37). 
 
 
We must always be watchful and never let down our guard, for our Lord may return at 
any time, when we least expect him. Let him never catch us off guard and unprepared. 
We must always be on guard, vigilant, and watchful, not only for his actual coming, but 
also for our own proper behavior and way of life. This is Jesus’ word to us in today’s 
gospel. We should therefore live a uniformly observant life. “Let your loins be girded and 
your lamps burning” (Luke 12:35). We are to be in a state of eager expectation and 
constant vigilance, watching for the Lord’s return, ready for him, for he can come at any 
moment. This is how Jesus wants his followers always to live.  
 
 
If I knew that Jesus Christ would return at 8 PM tonight, I would make sure that I was 
ready for him. I would want to have confessed all my sins and make sure that I had no 
unconfessed sins on my soul when I go to meet my maker. I would want him to find me 
clean and pure, watching in prayer, recollected, and not concerned with unnecessary 
worldly pleasures and entertainments that might distract or divide my heart from a 
wholehearted, single-minded love of him. 
 
 
We need to live in this kind of vigilance and watchfulness at all times. We cannot really 
live as though Jesus were actually to come at 8 PM tonight, for he might come at noon 
today or at 8 PM next week, so we must continue to do basic things, eat our meals, take 
our daily pills, etc. as though we expected to continue living for a long time. 
 
 
But in a deeper sense we should live as though Christ could return at any moment. We 
would not want to be doing something wrong or sinful or worldly, just for the pleasure of 
it, just to distract or entertain ourselves in a secular way, in a way that would distract us 
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from the one love and goal of our life. We should have a regular way of life, determined 
by basic Christian principles that help us to always maintain our focus on the Lord. 
 
 
We should eat and live simply. We should not use our money for our own pleasures. 
We should not be like a seed sown among weeds that choke us so that we don’t bear 
good fruit for the Lord. These weeds are “the cares and riches, and pleasures of life” 
(Luke 8:14). These we should avoid. If we pluck up out of our life all the thorns and 
weeds that we can, God will help us work around the distracting things that we cannot 
remove or avoid.  
 
 
One way of focusing ourselves properly on the Lord is to use our money in the Lord’s 
service, rather than using it to fill our life with luxuries and pleasures, for our heart will 
be where we put our money. I do not believe that we should use our money on our own 
personal entertainments, for if we do, that’s where our heart will inevitably be, and we 
will have divided our love between God and mammon. This is what Jesus says today, 
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell 
your possessions, and give alms; provide yourselves with purses that do not grow old, 
with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no 
moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Luke 12:32-
34). 
 
 
If we give alms, we are creating for ourselves “purses that do not grow old” and 
“treasure in the heavens that does not fail” (Luke 12:33). So use your possessions for 
the Lord, for alms. Don’t just let them uselessly pile up, for when you die, you can’t take 
them with you. They will be left behind as a witness against you that you didn’t use them 
correctly. They will be a monument showing that you didn’t live your life according to 
God’s will, but rather selfishly for your own pleasures and enjoyment. Instead use your 
money for your ministry. Use it to help others. Use it to preach the gospel. Use it to 
make sure that your sermons are read and heard by as many people as possible. This 
is how we can use our money to lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven rather than on 
earth.  
 
 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:19-21). 
 
 
This way we will be better able to serve one master only. This should be our goal, to 
eliminate all other masters, to serve only the Lord, to do all in our power to have an 
undivided heart in our love for him. “No one can serve two masters; for either he will 
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hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). 
 
 
Jesus gave the same advice to the rich young man, “You lack one thing; go, sell what 
you have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
me” (Mark 10:21). In other words, devote all that you have to the Lord by giving it to the 
poor. This is the way to have treasure in heaven. We can give it outright, or use it little 
by little over a long period of time to minister to people, for example to support a 
ministry of preaching the gospel around the world in many languages.   
 
 
St. Peter also tells us to focus on the Lord’s coming and to always live in such a way 
that we will be ready for him at all times, whenever he comes, even if it is right now. 
“Therefore gird up your minds, be sober, set your hope fully upon the grace that is 
coming to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be 
conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he called you is holy, be 
holy yourselves in all your conduct; since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’ 
And if you invoke as Father him who judges each one impartially according to his 
deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile” (1 Peter 1:13-17).  
 
 
We are to be sober and focused on the Lord, on the revelation of Jesus Christ. Our 
passions are not yet dead, so we must keep guard against them. We must seek to be 
holy in all our conduct, as God is holy. Knowing that God will judge us, we must walk in 
fear of his judgment. “Conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile” (1 
Peter 1:17). 
 
 
Christ has ransomed us from evil ways. He has paid our fine for our sins and has 
applied this payment to us personally when we repent and put our trust for our salvation 
in him. Therefore live in him. Live a new life, the new life he has given you. “You know 
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of 
a lamb without blemish or spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19). 
 
 
Let us live in such a way now that we will always be in readiness for the Lord’s coming. 
Indeed, “you also must be ready; for the Son of man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect” (Luke 12:40). So “take heed to yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down 
with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you 
suddenly like a snare” (Luke 21:34). 
 


