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“The men of Nineveh will arise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for 
they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is 
here. The Queen of the South will arise at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 
and behold, something greater than Solomon is here” (Matthew 12:41-42). 
 
 
Jesus condemns his own generation for not repenting at his preaching. He says that the 
people of Nineveh will also condemn them because they repented at Jonah’s preaching, 
but Jesus’ generation did not repent at his preaching, and Jesus is greater than Jonah. 
The Queen of the South will also condemn Jesus’ generation, because she came to 
hear Solomon, whereas Jesus’ generation ignores him, and he is greater than Solomon. 
 
 
Repentance is the key to understanding these two verses. We should repent at Jesus’ 
preaching. We need to repent of our sins, even if we committed them in the distant past, 
in our childhood and youth. If we sincerely feel conviction of sin and guilt and are 
concerned and worried about how we will be able to face God on Judgment Day and 
how he will judge us, and if we express our deep sorrow for our sins and our 
commitment to leave such sinful ways behind us, and if we call in faith upon the merits 
of Jesus’ saving death on the cross to make full and complete reparation and 
satisfaction to God for our sins, then we have done what Jesus wants us to do. We 
have truly repented, and he will justify and save us.  
 
 
Our model for repentance is the people of Nineveh. They repented at the preaching of 
Jonah. Jonah spoke of sin, righteousness, and judgment to come. He called them to 
turn completely from their sinful ways and warned them that they will be destroyed if 
they refuse to repent and change their ways. This is also how Jesus preached, calling 
people to repentance and faith in the gospel. He said, “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 
you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  But I tell you, it shall be 
more tolerable  on the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you” (Matthew 
11:21-22). He warns them of the punishment that awaits them on Judgment Day for not 
repenting. 
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Christian preaching today must follow this same pattern. We must speak of God’s moral 
law, of sin, future judgment, hell, and punishment, and call people to repent of their sins, 
abandon them, and call in faith upon Christ’s saving death for our justification and 
salvation. And we should then assure people that if they do this, they will be justified 
and saved, that God will declare them righteous and holy. 
 
 
Unfortunately, however, there is today a false kind of preaching and teaching going on 
in the Church that never calls sin a sin. Instead of calling sinners to repentance and new 
life, because of Jesus Christ’s reparation-making death on the cross for our sins, this 
new false preaching tries to make people feel better about themselves and feel more 
welcome in the Church by deceiving them, by telling them that due to the mitigating 
circumstances of their life, they are really guilty of no sin at all, even if they are living in 
an open, publicly proclaimed, constant state of the mortal sin of adultery, as is the case 
of divorced and civilly remarried Catholics, for their first marriage is indissoluble and 
hence still valid. 
 
 
True Christian preaching will warn such people of the terrible danger they are in of dying 
suddenly at any moment in their present unrepentant state of mortal sin and of going to 
hell forever. False preaching will try to deceive people in order to try to make them feel 
more welcome in the Church. It will tell them that they are doing all that God expects of 
them, that they are doing his will and growing in grace, and that it is God’s will for them 
that they commit and live in adultery at this stage of their life.  
 
 
Such false, deceptive preaching is going on in the Church today and is causing people 
great harm. It undermines all Christian morality. It encourages adultery and greatly 
harms and weakens marriage and the family, the basic unit of society. Furthermore, 
when such deceptive teaching is carried out by the teaching authorities of the Church, it 
does immense damage to the overall credibility of the Church’s teaching and corrupts 
the Church’s witness to the truth in a world that is greatly in need of the word of truth 
and clear gospel guidance. 
 
 
This has gone so far that some now teach that people living in objective adultery may in 
certain cases receive the Eucharist, although St. Paul tells us, “Whoever, therefore, eats 
the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning 
the body and blood of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 11:27). A person living in a constant 
state of open, publicly proclaimed adultery is living in constant mortal sin and can in no 
way worthily receive the Eucharist. To do so would be a sacrilege and a desecration of 
the Eucharist. 
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True Christian preaching will call all sinners to genuine repentance and reformation of 
life, warning them of the dire consequences of remaining unrepentant. True preaching 
will speak of the Ten Commandments and God’s eternally valid moral law, and will 
speak of judgment, future punishment, and hell. It will tell them that the moral law is still 
valid for Christians and that it was given to us primarily to show us our sinfulness and fill 
us with a sense of guilt so that we would repent and turn to the merits of Christ’s death 
on the cross to save us. 
 
 
Then true Christian preaching will preach the gospel, namely that God will pardon those 
who truly repent and abandon their sins and call upon the saving, redeeming merits of 
Christ’s reparation-making death on the cross for our sins. True preaching will then 
speak of the hope of eternal life with God in heaven for those who repent and cling with 
faith to Christ’s saving work on the cross. 
 
 
What a difference there is between true and false preaching. True preaching calls for 
repentance, as Jesus does today. False preaching says that there is no need of 
repentance because people living in mortal sin are guilty of no sin at all, due to the 
mitigating circumstances of their life. True preaching calls on people to trust in Christ’s 
death that atones for the sins of those who believe in him and repent. False preaching 
makes no mention of the atonement, which for them is unnecessary, since mortal sin 
and adultery for them is not mortal sin, due to the extenuating circumstances of peoples’ 
lives.  
 
 
True preaching says that adultery is always sinful and one is never permitted to commit 
adultery. False preaching says that it is God’s will for some people to commit and live in 
a constant state of adultery, due to the mitigating circumstances in their life, and so for 
them adultery is not adultery, is not sinful but is doing all that God is now asking of 
them, is doing God’s will.  
 
 
True preaching proclaims the truth to sinners. False preaching tries to make them feel 
better about themselves and more welcome in the Church by hiding the gospel truth 
from them and deceiving them, never telling them that they are in sin and in serious 
danger of going to hell forever when they die. These false preachers are like someone 
watching a blind man walking towards a cliff but making no effort to warn him of the 
danger he is in of falling to his death. They never speak of sin, mortal sin, judgment, 
hell, or punishment. 
 
 
We are now at a crossroads in Church history. We must decide between these two 
ways of preaching, between true Christian preaching and false deceptive preaching that 
hides the truth and deceives people. If we do not make the correct decision, the 
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teaching authority of the Church will be seriously undermined and damaged, and the 
Church’s credibility will be greatly harmed. 
 


