
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL,  

THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH 
 

Fr. Steven Scherrer, MM, ThD 
 

Homily for the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles, June 29, 2012 
Acts 12:1-11; Ps. 33; 2 Tim. 4:6-8, 12-18; Matt. 16:13-19  

 
“And I tell you, you are Peter (Petros), and on this rock (petra) I will build my 
church, and the powers of death shall not prevail against it.  I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Matt. 
16:18-19).  
 
 
Today we celebrate the solemnity of the two great apostles, Saints Peter and 
Paul.  Peter is the rock upon which Jesus built his Church.  Jesus gave Simon 
the name Petros from the word petra (rock), because he will build his Church 
upon the rock of Peter.  St. Paul is the great preacher and theologian of the 
mystery of Christ and of our redemption in him, and he preached especially to 
the Gentiles, ad gentes, throughout the Roman Empire.  
 
 
Jesus began preaching the arrival of the kingdom of God, calling all to repent and 
believe in the gospel (Mark 1:15).  He chose twelve apostles for the twelve tribes 
of Israel, indicating thereby his intention of founding the New Israel, the new 
people of God of the last times, a kingdom of heavenly peace on earth that would 
last forever (Luke 1:32-33).  His community (kahal [Hebrew], ekklēsia [Greek] in 
the Old Testament) would be the seed of his kingdom on earth.  Jesus chose 
Simon and gave him the name Petros, saying that on this petra (rock) he would 
build his Church (kahal, ekklēsia in the Old Testament) or community of the last 
times, and Jesus gave Peter great powers, the power of the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven and the power of binding and loosing, so that whatever he would bind 
or loose on earth would be bound or loosed in heaven.  Jesus also gave this 
power of binding and loosing to all the apostles as a group (Matt. 18:18), but he 
gives it individually to Peter so that by himself as an individual he can do what all 
the apostles can do as a group.  And this community (ekklēsia) of the last times, 
this seed of the kingdom of heaven on earth, will, with this structure, survive the 
death of Peter—“and the powers of death shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 
16:18)—that is, Peter will have successors.  We note that the word kahal 
(ekklēsia in the Septuagint Greek Old Testament) was a common word in the Old 
Testament for the community of Israel. 
 
 
St. Paul was the great preacher of the gospel and its finest theologian, and his 
letters are Sacred Scripture.  He proclaimed that we are saved by the death of 
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Christ on the cross, by this blood poured out (Eph. 1:7), for he is the one “whom 
God put forward as an expiation by his blood, to be received by faith.  This was 
to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he passed over 
former sins” (Rom. 3:25).  Christ absorbed the curse of the law for us for our sins 
on the cross (Gal. 3:13), for God put our sins on him to justify us by his suffering 
their punishment on our behalf (2 Cor. 5:21), for he was “the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29), redeeming us by his death (1 Pet. 
1:18-19).  Christ bore our sins on the cross to free us from them by dying for 
them instead of us (1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18).  Thus God punished sin in the 
flesh of Christ (Rom. 8:3) so that the law might be fulfilled for us (Rom. 8:4), 
namely the law that one must die for his sins.  Jesus is therefore the expiation for 
our sins (1 John 2:2; 4:10).  He poured out his blood for the forgiveness of our 
sins (Matt. 26:28), and his sacrificed blood cleanses our conscience (Heb. 9:14).  
Christ reconciled us with God and made us holy and blameless by the blood of 
his cross (Col. 1:20-22).  Christ sacrificed himself to the Father for love of us 
(Eph. 5:2), and so “we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:10). 
 
 
This is the mystery of our redemption through the death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross, which St. Paul proclaimed with such brilliance, and which St. Peter 
assures us of with his authority. 
 


